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ANY NEW PROJECTS
UNDERWAY?
Not only new projects but the redevel-
opment of projects. Garbanzo Medi-
terranean Fresh will be a new offering
in the St. Louis market with its �rst
location in Clayton. This is an oppor-
tune time to bring a healthy option
to the fast-casual dining experience.
Something that is sorely missing in our
region. We are also working with the
Chester�eld Hockey Association to
lead their efforts in developing the new
Chester�eld SportsComplex in Ches-
ter�eld Valley. This project re�ects our
desire to be active in the communities
that we serve.

We are in the process of redevel-
oping a property at Osage Beach.
It will bring about 131,000 square feet
of traditional retail and food business-
es and will be located near the Premi-
um Outlet.

WHAT OTHER PARTNERSHIPS
ARE YOU INVOLVED WITH?
I am always interested in looking into
innovative ways of doing business and
then �guring out how to bring new op-
portunities to St. Louis. As the curator
of many consumer brands, I see ideas
from varying perspectives and across
multiple industries. Technology and

fast-casual restaurant development
are two that I feel complement one
another. And philanthropy is an area
that gives me the opportunity to give
back monetarily and provide business
expertise through our pro bono work.

Givable St. Louis is a new on-
line “giving” platform that I helped
to develop with Kathy Osborn of the
Regional Business Council and Brian
Matthews with Cultivation Capital. It
addresses the need to help people con-
nect with nonpro�t organizations in
St. Louis by raising money and build-
ing awareness of important causes
right here in our own community.

HeadsUp is a revenue forecast
and predictive tool that uses weather
forecasts (in addition to historical
weather) to accurately predict future
revenue. This enables restaurant op-
erators to better optimize service levels
and help maximize store level pro�t-
ability. Currently, our GarbanzoMedi-
terranean Fresh restaurant inDenver is
beta testing the program. We all know
that St. Louis weather can be volatile so
we hope to offer this locally to better
serve customers in multiple markets.

Tovala, pronounced toe-VAH-lah,
is amultifunction smart oven and food-
delivery system for healthy cooking at
home. The name is a combination of

the Italian word for table – tavola and
the Hebrew word for good – tov. We
are testing it at our St. Louis of�ce with
great results.

WHO INSPIRED YOU
ALONG THE WAY?
I’ve had a lot ofmentors inmy life. You
have to choose the right people to take
guidance from. Trust your gut. Some-
one who really helped to shape my
thinking was I.E. Millstone. He was a
businessman and a philanthropist who
led by example. But more importantly,
he had a vision and knew how to make
things happen.

WHAT MOTIVATES YOU
TO GIVE BACK?
I was raised in a family of modest
means but my parents never used that
as an excuse not to support our com-
munity. We felt lucky to have a roof
over our heads and food on the table
and we understood that was not the
case for all. My parents taught us that
it is always important to give to people
who are less fortunate and to also look
for other ways to help. The lessons of
my upbringing have stayed with me
throughout my life and have become
the basis for our philanthropy.

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER
AS YOUR GREATEST PHILAN-
THROPIC ACHIEVEMENT?
The Jewish Community Center (JCC)
in St. Louis has been my greatest phil-
anthropic achievement. I became in-
volved at a time when it needed to be
reinvigorated with a new vision and
approach to their facilities. I put a lot
of money into its redevelopment, but
more importantly I gave my time and
expertise. I am proud to say that it is
now a model for Jewish Community
Centers throughout the country and a
place where everyone is welcome.

HOW DO YOU DETERMINE WHO
TO SUPPORT?
It’s not just the amount of the gift but
the number of people you can directly
impact.When I look at getting involved
I also think about howwe can helpwith
resources other than just money. If we
can secure a freezer for a food pantry it
ends up helping thousands. Something
as simple as coordinating a new sound
system for a camp can change the ex-
perience of the campers for years to
come. Gifts, big and small, can make a
real difference.
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The Staenberg Group develops, leases and manages shopping centers throughout the United States. The retail
business in the St. Louis areamakes up approximately 35 percent of the portfolio. Led by industry leaderMichael
Staenberg, he and his team build on the philosophy of creating superior shopping centers with a commitment to
the community and a dedication to the environment. Although Staenberg’s success in commercial real estate is
extraordinary, he considers philanthropy his greatest achievement in life.

Each week, we will feature local leaders of small businesses and large corporations that are impacting the St. Louis region from a variety
of different industries. These leaders are Advancing St. Louis by inspiring change and starting conversation.
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Networking opportunities to improve everything
from your brand’s image to your business bottom line
brought to you each Friday at STLtoday.com/events.

TUESDAY, JULY 18 • 3 – 8 p.m.
Venture Café Night @ 39°North
Donald Danforth Plant Science Center
975 Warson Road, St. Louis, MO 63124
vencafstl.org

TUESDAY, JULY 18 • 6 – 9 p.m.
Network After Work St. Louis
Barnett On Washington
3207 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63103
networkafterwork.com

JULY SESSION begins July 21 for six Fridays, 8 a.m. -
4:30 p.m.; Sept. session begins Sept. 21 for six Thursdays
Advanced Principles of Leadership
AAIMEA Of�ce
1600 S. Brentwood Blvd., Ste. 400, St. Louis, MO 63144
aaimea.org

WEDNESDAY, JULY 26 • 6 – 9 p.m.
Girls Night Out Networking
Schla¡y Bottleworks
7260 Southwest Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63143
housewivesinthecity.com/stlouis

THURSDAY, JULY 27 • 7:30 – 9 a.m.
Breakfast with the Eggsperts
Community Foundation
2 Oak Knoll Park, Clayton, MO 63105
csprc.org/Events

TUESDAY, AUGUST 8 • 4 p.m.
Port Authority Monthly Board Meeting
St. Louis Economic Development Partnership
7733 Forsyth Blvd., Clayton, MO 63105
stlpartnership.com/events

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 • 10:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Missouri Athletic Club Fall Speaker Series and Expo
Missouri Athletic Club
405 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63102
mac-stl.org

Givable empowers individuals and businesses to fuel
change by making giving easy, social and interactive.
Founded by the Staenberg Foundation, Regional
Business Council (RBC) and Cultivation Capital,
the organization believes everyone has the power to
transform their city with one small act of kindness
at a time.

Giving has never been easier. Donors can commit to
giving $8 a month, roughly 25¢ a day. With an email
delivered to an inbox, a giver can learn about an im-
portant cause, read about two charities and direct
the donation to the charity of choice.

Givable addresses a variety of causes in the St. Louis
region and around the world. They �nd charities that
support important issues in our society, along with
some national and international organizations. To
make sure the money is going to great organizations,
they vet their charities utilizing sites like Charity
Navigator and Guidestar.

Their goal is to shift the act of giving back from just
once or twice a year to every day. Givable believes
that when everyone starts their day giving, a more
socially aware and engaged community is created.
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