
Jewish Community Centers – St. Louis, Denver, Omaha  
 
Michael is passionate about quality of life issues, particularly in the areas of health & wellness, 
education and the arts.  It is his vision of a vibrant and welcome community gathering space 
that has driven his work at Jewish Community Centers in several cities.   The Jewish Community 
Center in St. Louis is the “flagship” project that embodies Michael’s interest to bring all of these 
facets together under one roof.  
 

"I am proud of what we created here in St. Louis. It took great vision and 
the help of many to make it a success. I have been asked on more than one 
occasion why I am interested in investing so much time, money and 
passion to support campaigns to renovate Jewish Community Centers. The 
easy answer is that I believe that JCC’s have the potential to make the 
greatest impact in our communities. Now, and for many years to come." 

 
 
Jewish Community Center - Denver 
The Staenberg-Loup Jewish Community Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After several years of planning and extensive renovations, the Denver JCC is being transformed 
into a facility to offer a best-in-class guest and member experience. The JCC’s new name – 
Staenberg-Loup Jewish Community Center – is a reflection of two men with the passion and 
dedication to make their vision a reality for the Denver community.  
 
The Need, Opportunity and Goal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        



In 2014, Michael stepped into a leadership role during a pivotal time of transition at the 
Denver J. It was at a crossroads for stabilizing its operations and meeting its mission to 
become a “hub” and state-of-the-art facility resource for Denver. Working with Bob 
Loup (past CEO of the J), donors and JCC leadership, Michael dedicated his time on 
numerous committees and provided his expertise to help devise and implement a 
strategy consisting of new facilities, systems, people and programming that would 
position the J for a successful and sustainable future.  
 
“The new Staenberg-Loup name is a beautiful way to honor the past and create a 
modernized JCC for the future. Bob could truly pass away in peace, knowing that his 
beloved JCC is in such strong, capable hands.” – Robyn Loup, Bob’s wife and current JCC 
board member 
 
The Impact  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the past several years, Michael has provided professional guidance, pulled his 
team together, and invested approximately 5,000 hours of his own time to look at every 
aspect of the programming and renovation to revitalize the facility inside, and out. And 
the changes are making a difference. Exterior improvements and creating a new lobby 
to greet guests has helped to change the perceptions of the Denver JCC upon entry. 
Brighter colors, better finishes, new LED lighting, updated security and an expansive 
display of artwork on freshly painted walls are all important elements of the plan to 
improve the user experience and drive membership. New fitness equipment and 
personal training services, as well as renovation of the Early Childhood Center, have 
been designed to meet the needs and expectations of current and future members, 
donors and the community at large. 
 



“It’s all in the details. We look at the customer-facing enhancements 
needed, as well as the “behind the scenes” improvements which are 
all important for achieving operational excellence. For example, a 
simple switch from standard doors to automatic sliding doors 
makes access much easier for wheelchair and stroller access. 
Nobody wants to think about parking spaces or upgrading the 
HVAC but it is all important and results in significant cost-savings. 
By investing upfront in better construction solutions, more durable 
products, and efficient systems we have estimated more than 
$400,000 in one-time savings. And we will be recognizing an 
additional $250,000 annually from lower utility, maintenance, and 
insurance costs.” 

 
The philanthropic investment by Michael and the Staenberg Family Foundation has 
been an integral part of the improvements thus far, and it is leading the way to inspire 
new donors to get involved. But this is just the start. It will take the contributions of 
many to make the vision a reality for the Denver community. 
 

“It is an honor to have my name alongside Bob Loup’s. He was such 
an integral part of the JCC’s success for the past 47 years. With the 
renovations and improvements we are putting in place the new J 
will appeal to the next generation and will continue to be a 
welcoming place for years to come.”  

 
For more information on how to help with the capital campaign effort please contact 
Lara Knuettel at Lknuettel@jccdenver.org. Visit the Denver JCC website at 
https://www.jccdenver.org/ to learn more about their programs and services. 
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