
Annette vAn de kAmp
Editor, Jewish Press

t
he Jewish Federation of Omaha recently announced the
second launch of the Staenberg Family Foundation Any-
thing Grants™. The Anything Grants represent a generous
commitment from Michael Staenberg and the Staenberg
Family Foundation meant to support Jewish organ-

izations, agencies and synagogues in the Omaha, Lincoln and
Council Bluffs area. These $1,000 to $5,000 grants are match-
ing grants, meaning they will fund half of any project; the idea
is to inspire others in our community to join in supporting pro-
grams and initiatives. Inspiring others is important; it allows us
to fight tunnel vision and push the limits. The best programs
are when we all come together for a common goal, within our
Jewish community, but also within the wider community.  This
year the Anything Grant committee will be allocating $50,000
which is double the amount awarded last year, even Michael
Staenberg found a match this year!
   It’s a cool word: “Anything.” It pushes us to dream big and
dream often, which is an important element in any community
that wants to continually grow and thrive. Crazy ideas? Wild
plans that you didn’t imagine possible? Something you didn’t
have in your budget? Why not? The worst word we can use
(and hear!) when we are striving to get better is a plain, flat
“no.”
   No matter who you are, follow your family tree and you will
eventually find someone who arrived in this country because
they believed that anything was possible. And so they found
themselves on a boat, a plane, they started a new life and here
you are. Some of you don’t even have to look that far back to discover
their story.
   To illustrate my point, I’ll share a preview of one of the stories in
this year’s Passover edition of the Jewish Press, for which we perused
the files of the Nebraska Jewish Historical Society:
She was born on the eve of Hanukkah, 1893. At age 6, she told her

mother: “When I grow up, I’ll get a job, earn money, go to America and
send for you and the family.” But after she and Isadore married in
1914, America had to wait for Rose. With World War I looming and
only enough money for one passage, Isadore went first and settled in
Fort Dodge, Iowa. Rose had never heard of Fort Dodge and had no idea
where it was.

   Three years into the War, it’s her turn; somewhere in the NJHS files,
there is a map of the route she took, going east from Shchedrin to
America. It’s a sobering sight, the little picture of the train on the map.
   “Mrs. B’s journey to America began January 2, 1917. She rode in a
horse and carriage to Krasnaberrie, a railroad station connection to the
Trans-Siberian railroad station at Gomel. Newspaper vendors in Gomel

were shouting: “Extra, extra, Rasputin killed! Mrs. B. with no ticket,
no passport and very little money, boarded the train and hid under a
wooden bench. 
   “For seven days she rode the train with a stop at Irkutsk and Chita
in Siberia. At the border town of Zabaykai’sk, Russia, to cross over
into China, Mrs. B. told the Russian border guard: “I am going to buy

leather for the army. When I come back, I will bring you a
bottle of vodka.” He is still waiting for the vodka.
“The train stopped next in Harbin, Manchuria in China and
three days later, Jan. 13, she arrived in Tientsin. Mrs. B.
embarked from boat from Tsientsin to Japan, with stops at
Hiroshima, Kobe and to Yokohama on Jan. 23, 1917. For
two weeks, she waited for the ship to America.”
Feb. 7, she finally boarded the peanut ship, where she trav-
eled in steerage. She spent the majority of the time too sick
to eat and arrived in Seattle, Washington on March 10. By
March 15, a tag with her name and destination around her
neck, she arrived in Fort Dodge, Iowa where she was met by
her husband and her brothers, Sam and Mayer Gorelick. The
Red Cross had alerted them she would be on the train. The
rest, as they say, is history.
Anything: it’s a word we should all embrace. The fact that
the Staenberg Family chose this name for their grant pro-
gram is not so surprising. Anything is possible. Take a
minute to think about a Jewish organization that is doing
great work in our community. Do they have something on
their wish list, something not in their budget? Encourage
them to apply for an Anything Grant and help them find the
matching dollars. We are blessed with generous donors,

foundations and funds in our community.
   The deadline is Feb. 26, 2018; projects must be completed by Jan.
31, 2019. For more information or if you have any questions, please
visit http://www.jewish omaha.org/education/scholarships-and-
grants/view/ anything-grants/ or contact Louri Sullivan at lsulli-
van@ jewishomaha.org or 402.334.6485.
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viewpoint
Anything

Apply online at 
jewishomaha.spectrumportal.net

Applications are open from  
January 29 - February 26, 2018

These one-time matching grants will range from 

$1,000 to $5,000, equal to 50 percent of the  

project budget. Organizations are responsible  

for raising the remaining 50 percent from other  

sources. Project budget not to exceed $10,000.  

Your project must be completed, matching funds 

raised and paperwork submitted by Jan. 31, 2019  

in order to receive your funds.

   

  

  

A FUNDING OPPORTUNITY TO

   

  

Fund your Jewish organization’s*  
operations, project or program  
with an Anything Grant.
Eligible grant applications could be for anything, including:

• Hiring a nonprofit consultant

• Purchasing technology

• Staff/Board professional development

• Building beautification/improvement

For more information visit www.jewishomaha.org/education/scholarships-and-grants/view/anything-grants/
Questions? Contact Louri Sullivan at lsullivan@jewishomaha.org.

*Available to Jewish organizations in Omaha, Lincoln and Council Bluffs, IA

The Jewish Federation of Omaha is excited to be a part of this amazing grant opportunity!

FUNDED BY THE

STAENBERG FAMILY FOUNDATION 
& Friends of the Jewish Federation of Omaha


