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AnneTTe vAn De KAMp
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M
ichael Staenberg left
Omaha at the age of 18, but
continues to have strong
feelings for our Jewish
Community Center. 

“I spent many formidable years here,” he
says. “I still have many friends that I met
when I was a kid in Omaha.”
Since he attended the 2014 Omaha re-

union, Michael has made numerous visits
to our building. Passionate, determined, to
the point (he never does anything slowly)
and with a clear purpose: to help facilitate
much-needed improvements to the build-
ing. He’s not doing it alone either: Michael
wouldn’t be Michael if he didn’t inspire oth-

ers to join in. 
“I jump into everything I do with both

feet,” Michael says. “I’ve always had high en-
ergy and my philosophy is that ‘you can’t
beat someone who won’t quit.’ This is a bless-
ing and a curse, but I do love a challenge.”
Cue Tom Fellman and Howard Kooper,

who didn’t take much convincing to join
Michael in supporting his vision for the JCC. 
“I’ve known Howard’s family for most of

my life,” Tom says. “He’s a little older than I
am, but our parents were friends and our
families have always been close.” Fast for-
ward several decades: they’ve worked to-
gether for over 41 years and never had an
argument that lasted more than five min-
utes, according to Tom.
See privilege of giving page 2

IHE hosts Mark
Mercurio, M.D.
ScOTT LITTKy
Executive Director, 
Institute for Holocaust Education

The Institute for Holocaust Education
is pleased to welcome Dr. Mark Mercurio
as a speaker on Friday, Oct. 5 at noon
in the Board Room of the Rose Blumkin
Jewish Home. His talk is titled - The
Legacy of the Nazi Physicians: How the
Holocaust Informs Modern Medical Care.

Dr. Mercurio is Chief of Neonatal-Peri-
natal Medicine and Director of the
Ethics Program at Yale-New Haven Chil-
dren’s Hospital. He is also Professor of
Pediatrics and Director of the Program
for Biomedical Ethics at Yale School of
Medicine, and a member of the medical
faculty for the Fellowships at Auschwitz
for the Study of Professional Ethics
(FASPE). He received his undergraduate
degree in Biochemical Sciences from
Princeton University, an M.D. from Co-
lumbia University, and a Master’s Degree
in Philosophy from Brown University. Pe-
diatrics Residency and Neonatology Fel-
lowship were completed at Yale. He has
for many years been active in neonatol-
ogy and medical ethics education for
residents, fellows, nurses, attending
physicians, PA students, medical stu-
dents and others. He was an original co-
editor of the American Academy of
Pediatrics Resident Curriculum in
Bioethics, and is the Chair-elect of the
American Academy of Pediatrics Section
on Bioethics. He is on the editorial
boards for the six volume text Bioethics
(formerly the Encyclopedia of Bioethics)
and the journal Pediatric Ethiscope Dr.
Mercurio is widely published, and has
been an invited speaker nationally and
internationally on medical ethics, partic-
ularly in pediatrics. He and his wife
Anna live in Branford, Connecticut, and
have three grown children.

Dr. Mercurio will be visiting Omaha to
take part in an ethics committee educa-
tional retreat at Children’s Hospital ear-
lier in the week. We are very thankful to
Dr. Gary Lerner who arranged for Dr.
Mercurio’s visit to Children’s Hospital
and, knowing of his background as a
member of the medical faculty for the
Fellowships at Auschwitz for the Study
of Professional Ethics, contacted us to
offer an opportunity for us to learn from
him.

Lunch will be available to purchase
through Star Deli. Dr. Mercurio’s talk
will begin at noon.

This summer saw the return of the
Federation-led community mission

after a several year hiatus. The Israel
at 70 Community Mission’s goal was
to bring 19 Omahans (and greater
Nebraskans) to Israel to experience
the Jewish Homeland, connect with
Israelis, and each other. The majority
of the travelers were first timers.
Rabbi Stoller from Temple Israel
served as clergy. 
In addition to being led and finan-

cially supported the Jewish Federa-
tion of Omaha, The Israel at 70
Mission was supported in part by the
Phillip & Terri Schrager Supporting

Foundation, the Milton S. & Corrine
N. Livingston Foundation Fund, the
Albert & Eleanor Feldman Family Is-
rael Foundation. Thank you to all
who supported this effort. Thank you
also to Louri Sullivan, Senior Direc-
tor of Community Impact and Spe-
cial Projects, for planning and
recruiting for the trip. 

The following are Excerpts from
the travel journals of Margaret
Kirkeby and Nate Shapiro:

See JFO Mission to Israel page 3
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