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M
ichael Staenberg left
Omaha at the age of 18, but
continues to have strong
feelings for our Jewish
Community Center. 

“I spent many formidable years here,” he
says. “I still have many friends that I met
when I was a kid in Omaha.”
Since he attended the 2014 Omaha re-

union, Michael has made numerous visits
to our building. Passionate, determined, to
the point (he never does anything slowly)
and with a clear purpose: to help facilitate
much-needed improvements to the build-
ing. He’s not doing it alone either: Michael
wouldn’t be Michael if he didn’t inspire oth-

ers to join in. 
“I jump into everything I do with both

feet,” Michael says. “I’ve always had high en-
ergy and my philosophy is that ‘you can’t
beat someone who won’t quit.’ This is a bless-
ing and a curse, but I do love a challenge.”
Cue Tom Fellman and Howard Kooper,

who didn’t take much convincing to join
Michael in supporting his vision for the JCC. 
“I’ve known Howard’s family for most of

my life,” Tom says. “He’s a little older than I
am, but our parents were friends and our
families have always been close.” Fast for-
ward several decades: they’ve worked to-
gether for over 41 years and never had an
argument that lasted more than five min-
utes, according to Tom.
See privilege of giving page 2

IHE hosts Mark
Mercurio, M.D.
ScOTT LITTKy
Executive Director, 
Institute for Holocaust Education

The Institute for Holocaust Education
is pleased to welcome Dr. Mark Mercurio
as a speaker on Friday, Oct. 5 at noon
in the Board Room of the Rose Blumkin
Jewish Home. His talk is titled - The
Legacy of the Nazi Physicians: How the
Holocaust Informs Modern Medical Care.

Dr. Mercurio is Chief of Neonatal-Peri-
natal Medicine and Director of the
Ethics Program at Yale-New Haven Chil-
dren’s Hospital. He is also Professor of
Pediatrics and Director of the Program
for Biomedical Ethics at Yale School of
Medicine, and a member of the medical
faculty for the Fellowships at Auschwitz
for the Study of Professional Ethics
(FASPE). He received his undergraduate
degree in Biochemical Sciences from
Princeton University, an M.D. from Co-
lumbia University, and a Master’s Degree
in Philosophy from Brown University. Pe-
diatrics Residency and Neonatology Fel-
lowship were completed at Yale. He has
for many years been active in neonatol-
ogy and medical ethics education for
residents, fellows, nurses, attending
physicians, PA students, medical stu-
dents and others. He was an original co-
editor of the American Academy of
Pediatrics Resident Curriculum in
Bioethics, and is the Chair-elect of the
American Academy of Pediatrics Section
on Bioethics. He is on the editorial
boards for the six volume text Bioethics
(formerly the Encyclopedia of Bioethics)
and the journal Pediatric Ethiscope Dr.
Mercurio is widely published, and has
been an invited speaker nationally and
internationally on medical ethics, partic-
ularly in pediatrics. He and his wife
Anna live in Branford, Connecticut, and
have three grown children.

Dr. Mercurio will be visiting Omaha to
take part in an ethics committee educa-
tional retreat at Children’s Hospital ear-
lier in the week. We are very thankful to
Dr. Gary Lerner who arranged for Dr.
Mercurio’s visit to Children’s Hospital
and, knowing of his background as a
member of the medical faculty for the
Fellowships at Auschwitz for the Study
of Professional Ethics, contacted us to
offer an opportunity for us to learn from
him.

Lunch will be available to purchase
through Star Deli. Dr. Mercurio’s talk
will begin at noon.

This summer saw the return of the
Federation-led community mission

after a several year hiatus. The Israel
at 70 Community Mission’s goal was
to bring 19 Omahans (and greater
Nebraskans) to Israel to experience
the Jewish Homeland, connect with
Israelis, and each other. The majority
of the travelers were first timers.
Rabbi Stoller from Temple Israel
served as clergy. 
In addition to being led and finan-

cially supported the Jewish Federa-
tion of Omaha, The Israel at 70
Mission was supported in part by the
Phillip & Terri Schrager Supporting

Foundation, the Milton S. & Corrine
N. Livingston Foundation Fund, the
Albert & Eleanor Feldman Family Is-
rael Foundation. Thank you to all
who supported this effort. Thank you
also to Louri Sullivan, Senior Direc-
tor of Community Impact and Spe-
cial Projects, for planning and
recruiting for the trip. 

The following are Excerpts from
the travel journals of Margaret
Kirkeby and Nate Shapiro:

See JFO Mission to Israel page 3
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In their support for our Jewish community, too, they are of

one mind. 
“Jews gather here,” Howard added. “No matter why, no mat-

ter the reason, whether it’s a class or to go to the library, out-
side of the synagogue, this is where we can come together.”

“Tom is a cheerleader,” Michael says. “He makes people feel
included and that’s a gift. As for Howard, besides being a phe-
nomenal businessman, he has great vision.”

Plenty of conversations happen between employees of the
Jewish Federation of Omaha and the generous donors who
keep our community thriving, but they don’t all center on that
famous “ask,” where those of us who show up for work day in
day out explain why we are on the verge of launching another
Annual Campaign. Just as often, we just listen. Our donors
are active and engaged members of our community and in
that role have much to teach us. Beyond the dollars, beyond
the necessary budget discussions and building needs, there is
a deeper truth about Tzedakah. About the why, rather than
the how. About belonging, about being able to go home again
and finding that home needs you as much as you need it.

Convince Michael Staenberg to stand still for more than a
minute and he will tell you:

“If we don’t help ourselves, the Jewish community, locally
and around the world, will suffer. The middle ‘C’ of the JCC
stands for ‘Community.’ We cannot forget that.”

“Together with Tom and Howard, Michael understands
how the Jewish Federation of Omaha, especially the JCC, is
our gathering place, our town square,” says Chief Develop-
ment Officer, Steve Levinger. “These three don’t give in a vac-
uum. The Jewish Community Center is a pillar of the JFO,
not just to the community as a whole but on a deeply personal
level. They are in our community and of our community; they
are builders, in more ways than one. That means they have a
thorough understanding of the meaning and the essence of
this building and they realize: it goes far beyond the bricks
and mortar.”

“I’ve always loved Omaha and I’ve always loved the J,”
Howard Kooper says. “I’ve always believed in it, this city and
this community. Those leaders that came before us built
something wonderful and it is our responsibility to continue.
I place great trust in our predecessors, but I also trust that after
us, there will be others who will take on that same leadership.”

Michael Staenberg identified a problem, Howard says, “and
came to Tom and me for help in fixing it. He wanted us to
help him make a dream come true.”

“It’s a joy to get on board with Michael,” Tom Fellman says.
“I grew up here, this city and this community have been won-
derful to my family. The three of us are all similar: we want
to reinvest. We have to stick together so what we have can
continue to grow. Others built this for us; now it’s our turn.”

“I think the three of us agree on the importance of commu-
nity,” Michael says. “This community is passionate and char-
itable, it has always rallied together and hasn’t forgotten its
roots. That cannot be said for every Jewish community
around the country—and I’ve been to many.”

“One thing that is very different today,” Tom says, “there
used to be a time when we as Jews weren’t welcome every-
where. As a people, we were forced to build our own institu-
tions because others wouldn’t let us in—that is no longer the
case. That’s a good thing, but it doesn’t mean we can walk
away from what we have built.”

“I love the energy at the JCC,” Michael says. “The JCC in-
vokes exciting and positive feelings when you enter. The art
on the front of the building, ‘Converging Ripples,’ reminds us
we can all effect positive change, even with small gestures.”

“I give Michael credit for waking people up,” Tom adds.
“None of us like it when people sit on their wallets and watch
the years go by. If you are lucky enough to be able to share
and you don’t do it, it’s a shame because it is such a privilege.
If you’re Jewish, why wouldn’t you want to be part of this
beautiful legacy?” 

For more information about how to donate to the Annual
Campaign, please contact Steve Levinger at slevinger@jew-
ishomaha.org or 402.334.6433.

Privilege of giving

In the news
Mayor Jean Stothert has ap-

pointed Dustin (Dusty) Fried-
man to the Omaha Zoning Board
of Appeals. This quasi-judicial
board is made up of five members
and two alternates. Dusty re-
places an alternate member and
will serve a term that runs until
Sept. 26, 2023.

Dusty is a business develop-
ment director for Aon Risk Man-
agement. He and his wife Candice have a daughter, Frankie Nicole.

Central High School
Hall of Fame

he CHS Alumni Association held the inaugural Hall of Fame
induction ceremony on Sept. 30, 1999. Since that time, a
ceremony has been held annually and a total of 188 people
have been inducted.

The 20th Annual CHS Hall of Fame will be held on Thurs-
day, Oct. 4 at Central High School. The CHS Alumni Association was proud
to induct ten individuals whose paths from the halls of Central High School
led them to the highest levels of achievement in business and community
service. Inductees are selected by the Central High School Alumni Associa-
tion and the program is presented by the Central High School Foundation. 
Sally Fox |  Class of 1968

Fox worked diligently to improve
the lives of children, the poor, the dis-
abled and other marginalized popula-
tions as a longtime state legislator in
her adopted state of Vermont. Fox left
Central with a strong sense of justice,
pursuing a public interest law career
after graduating from SUNY Buffalo
law school. In 1977, she joined Ver-
mont Legal Aid, advocating for people
with disabilities. Articulate, bright and
passionate, Fox in 1986 was elected to the Vermont House. She served
as chair of both the Judiciary Committee and Appropriations Committee,
seeing to the funding of assistance programs important to her. She re-
tired in 2000 after 14 years but remained committed to helping others,
directing Vermont’s Family Court system and later running a re-entry pro-
gram for former prisoners. Yearning to get back into politics, in 2010 she
was elected to the Vermont Senate, representing a district of 140,000
people. She served three years but was diagnosed in 2012 with a rare
form of sarcoma. She passed away in 2014, but her legacy lives on in
the programs she championed. As one colleague put it after her death,
“She was a rock star for people who were in dire need.” The state’s
largest newspaper called her the “Champion of the People.”
Jerry Slusky |  Class of 1963

This attorney has become a pillar in
Omaha’s commercial real estate com-
munity through his deep knowledge of
real estate law and leadership in es-
tablishing the city’s premier annual
conference on industry trends and op-
portunities. After graduating from
UNO and then Creighton University’s
law school, Slusky began a tax and
real estate law practice, becoming
known for his expertise in real estate
planning, zoning, development, financing, leasing and taxation. While
teaching a real estate course at Creighton in 1990, he suggested the
school sponsor a workshop on a new federal program aimed at freeing
See Central Hall of Fame page 5
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