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Welcome to the Jewish Community 
Center of Greater Kansas City

Much has changed over the last 100 years. Our physical building has relocated 

as our community has migrated south and west, and our programs and 

services have evolved to meet the needs and interests of our community. 

From our beginning in the early 20th century, people of all faiths and 

cultures have come together to live, learn and celebrate in an environment 

that perpetuates wellness, meaning and joy. One thing, however, has always 

remained the same: the warmth and kindness we emanate everyday in this 

special place so many call “home.”

When Michael Staenberg initiated our renovation in 2019, it became apparent 

that this wasn’t just going to be additional square footage added to our 

facility. His vision was to create a space that not only offers the latest in 

products, technology and style, but also creates an environment that inspires 

and makes people feel good.

Our campus opened with some wonderful sculptures both inside and outside, 

and over the years we’ve been the recipient of several other pieces. Now, to 

add to this, and with thanks to Michael, we have graced our walls and ceilings 

with bold, vibrant and unique artwork that has been chosen specifically for us, 

for our home, for our living room.

This comprehensive catalog lists all the artwork installed at The J in 

alphabetical order by artist. It is inclusive of items both inside and outside of 

the facility. 
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DEAN ABATEMARCO is originally from New York. He moved to Los 

Angeles to study fine art at the Otis-Parsons Institute of Art in the early 

1980s. During that time, he apprenticed with prominent West Coast 

artist Dan McCleary. McCleary exposed him to the work of artists such 

as Richard Deibenkorn, Joan Mitchell, Cy Twombly, and Sam Francis 

among many others. He moved back to his native New York in 1985. 

He was thrust into the exploding East Village and SOHO art scenes 

where he was further influenced by the work of artists such as James 

Brown and Jean-Michel Basquiat. His work at the time revolved around 

developing a personal "language" of marks, shapes, and forms - mainly 

through sketchbooks but ultimately in paintings as well. "Apparition" is a 

prime example of that period. Dean has gone on to become a prominent 

creative director in the publishing industry, working at such prestigious 

magazine titles as LIFE, Reader's Digest, Outside, and People among 

many others. He is currently the creative director of The Week Junior, a 

weekly news magazine for children. 

Find more about this artist at deanabatemarco.myportfolio.com

Donated by Robert Cugno & Robert Logan, “The Roberts”

Apparition 

Mixed Media (1987)

36" x 24"

Location: Campus Back Hallway

Dean Abatemarco



6

Yaacov AgamYaacov Agam

YAACOV AGAM is an Israeli artist best known for his pioneering of 

Kinetic Art. Employing light and sound to provide a unique sensorial 

experience for the viewer, Agam melded formalism and mysticism. 

His lenticular prints, or Agamographs, made illusory images appear 

depending on the audience’s viewpoint. 

Born Yaacov Gipstein on May 11, 1928 in Rish-le-Zion, Palestine (now 

Israel), Agam studied in Jerusalem, Zürich, and Paris. While attending 

Zürich’s Kunstgewerbe Schule, Agam studied under the renowned color 

theorist Johannes Itten, before moving to Paris in 1951. Agam has gone 

on to become the subject of retrospectives at the Musée National d’Art 

Moderne in Paris in 1972, and the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in 

New York in 1980. The artist currently lives and works in Paris, France. 

His works are included in the collections of The Museum of Modern 

Art in New York, the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden in 

Washington, D.C., and the Santa Barbara Museum of Art, among others.

Find more about this artist at  

guggenheim.org/artwork/artist/yaacov-agam

Unknown Title 

Lenticular print

28" x 31"

Location: Campus Back Hallway
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Amos Amit

AMOS AMIT was born and raised in Israel on a farming community in 

the beautiful Galilee. The lush beauty of Northern Israel inspired Amos' 

early artwork and that influence continues to this day. Amos moved 

to the United States in order to pursue a master's degree in landscape 

architecture. After that, it was an easy transition to living the life of a 

full-time artist. He has had the immense joy and privilege in the last 45 

years of traveling throughout the United States to exhibit at the finest 

art shows. Throughout the years he has received numerous awards 

and recognition from the most prestigious exhibits. He is considered a 

leading batik artist in America.

The process of batik art is one that has been practiced for centuries. It 

is a complex process created on fabric, with the use of hot wax acting 

as a resistant to various natural dyes. This application of dyes and wax 

is repeated many times.  In the end the wax is removed, revealing the 

vibrant final piece. 

Find more about this artist at batikbyamit.com 

Simchat Torah 

3-D Batik

20" x 7"

Location: Campus Back Hallway
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Andi Arnovitz

ANDI LAVINE ARNOVITZ  was born and raised in the United States. She 

earned her BFA from Washington University in St. Louis and immigrated 

to Israel in 1999.

Arnovitz's work has been shown in Europe, Israel, Canada, China, 

and the United States. Her work is part of many collections including 

the Library of Congress, the Israel National Library, the Smithsonian 

Museum, the Museum of the Diaspora, and other museums across 

the United States and Israel. Her work can also be found in foreign 

ministries, foundations, and private collections.

From the Artist... 

My concept in creating this piece was to combine the symbolic 

garments of two people in conflict: the long black dresses with colorful 

embroidered insets worn by Palestinian women and the tzitzit worn by 

traditional religious Jewish men. 

At each step in its creation, this work passed between male, female, 

Jewish and Arab hands. I borrowed thirty embroideries from my 

Palestinian friend Mazen in the Arab souk. Seeking to return these old 

and precious pieces intact, I had them scanned and digitally printed on 

linen at a Jewish print shop in Jerusalem. I then purchased Egyptian 

cotton from Ibrahim, another Palestinian shop owner. He took the fabric 

cotton and scanned embroideries to a factory in Ramallah where they 

were sewn together by Palestinians. Finally, I gave the pieces to a young, 

Jewish Israeli man who tied the tzitzit. 

This garment, part of a larger collection, symbolizes hope and 

reconciliation. I made all of the garments child-sized, reflecting my belief 

that peace education must begin at a very young age. 

Find more about this artist at andiarnovitz.com

Garment of Reconciliation was presented to the JCC by Sybil Kahn.

Garment of Reconciliation 

Textile

Location: Blitt Art Studio Hallway
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Itzhak Assour

ITZHAK “IZZY” ASSOUR is an Israeli artist. Assour, an Israeli army 

paratrooper, found himself reevaluating life as he recovered from an 

injury. During his recovery, he turned to sculpture, and in 1985, began 

to support the works of other Israeli artists as the co-founder of 

Expressions Fine Art Gallery in Israel. The gallery, located in the center 

of Tel-Aviv, is home to some of the best contemporary Israeli artists from 

Israel and abroad featuring a variety of mediums including sculptures, 

paintings and photography.

From the Artist... 

When I was growing up on a kibbutz, the teacher of art would come 

and teach us. I was never very interested. But in the army I was shot and 

wounded. In and out of the hospital for three and a half years and during 

recuperation, I developed an interest in art. All that Israel is known for is 

war and soldiers with guns. I wanted to show the other part of us. 

Together Forever was donated by Irwin & Rita Blitt and  

Richard & Peggy Krigel

Together Forever 

Sculpture

12" x 16" x 19"

Location: Campus Lobby

Unknown title 

Sculpture

Location: Campus Lobby
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Leon AzulayLeon Azulay

LEON AZULAY was born in Morocco in 1945. After immigrating to Israel, 

he settled in Safed and studied graphics and fine arts. Living in the 

ancient town of Safed, birthplace of Jewish mysticism (the Kabbalah), 

inspired him in his search for a means of expressing his passion for 

painting and for the Bible. His art is a unique fusion of the two. The 

series on display represent scenes from The Five Books of Moses. 

Find more about this artist at leon-gallery.co.il

Donated by The Family of Bernice and Maurice Schifman

The Whole Book of Leviticus 

Microcalligraphy, 30" x 38"

Location: 3rd Floor

4.

The Whole Book of Deuteronomy 

Microcalligraphy, 30" x 38"

Location: 3rd Floor

The Whole Book of Genesis 

Microcalligraphy, 30" x 38"

Location: 3rd Floor

The Whole Book of Exodus

Microcalligraphy, 30" x 38"

Location: 3rd Floor

The Whole Book of Numbers 

Microcalligraphy, 30" x 38"

Location: 3rd Floor
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SUSANNE BACA is a mosaic artist specializing in contemporary Spanish 

Colonial art. She is based in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Baca uses a 

variety of mosaic pieces, mixed-media, collage, and hand-painted tiles to 

complete her work.

From the Artist 

I cannot tell you when I became an artist, art just seems to have always 

been a part of me, of who I am. Next to my husband and children, art 

is what makes me feel most alive. There was a time, however, when I 

thought I would never have the opportunity to pursue my true passion. 

Now, I once again have the time to pursue my long-lost passion. 

I am a very spontaneous artist. I observe the beauty around me with 

fresh eyes, making sure I absorb every part of this beautiful southwest 

which I have adopted as home. I was not born in the southwest, 

but have strong family ties to this amazing area. I am absolutely 

mesmerized by the bold, bright colors that are reflected in the strong 

Hispanic Culture of the region. I draw inspiration from this, particularly 

from the Spanish Colonial Era of New Mexico. I strive to capture the 

visual sensations and inspirations around me as quickly and accurately 

as possible. I transfer these images into my art. 

So many wonderful southwestern artists present worthy and traditional 

styles. I decided I would not try to out do them in their craft. Instead, I 

use their craft as inspiration and take a different, more contemporary 

approach. Thus mosaic. Although I paint the “Santos” as traditionally 

done on tin and pine, I go one step further and frame each piece 

entirely in mosaic. I explore different mediums and, many times, use 

two or three styles in each piece. To grow within my own craft, I must 

be in constant transition, experimenting with different textures and 

themes. With art I never want to feel limited.

Find more about this artist at www.artwanted.com/susanne/gallery

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Hamsa with Center Star

Ceramic & Glass,  24" x 28"

Location: Outside Expansion Bathrooms

Susanne Baca

Hamsa with Fish

Ceramic & Glass,  24" x 28"

Location: Outside Expansion Bathrooms
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1.1. 2.2. 3.3.

4.4. 5.5. 6.6.

7.7.

1. Hamsa with Red Eye

Ceramic & Glass

24" x 28"

Location: Expansion Bathrooms

2. Star of David, Eye & Wheat

Ceramic & Glass

24" x 28"

Location: Campus Hallway

3. Star of David, Miriam Dancing

Ceramic & Glass

24" x 28"

Location: Campus Hallway

4. Star of David, Menorah

Ceramic & Glass

24" x 28"

Location: Campus Hallway

5. Star of David, Round Medallion

Ceramic & Glass

24" x 28"

Location: Campus Hallway

6. Star of David, Star & Tree of Life

Ceramic & Glass

24" x 28"

Location: Campus Hallway

7. Star of David, Wheat & Shofar

Ceramic & Glass

24" x 28"

Location: Campus Hallway
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BORIS BALLY is an American artist and metalsmith from Providence, 

Rhode Island. His award-winning work is both witty and innovative, 

employing the use of jeweler’s skills on non-precious materials. He 

transforms found materials into objects for the home that celebrate 

a raw American street aesthetic. Bally presses, forms, and rivets 

recycled street signs to create furniture and bowls. He handpicks the 

raw materials for their thickness, condition, color, and graphics. These 

industrial-strength pieces are as tactile and beautiful as they are strong 

and unique.

Find more about this artist at www.borisbally.com

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Boris BallyBoris Bally

1. Platter: Man Walking

Recycled Metal Street Signs

24"

Location: Expansion Meeting Room Hallway

2. Platter: Project Delayed

Recycled Metal Street Signs

24"

Location: Expansion Meeting Room Hallway

3. Platter: Arrow Left

Recycled Metal Street Signs

24"

Location: Expansion Meeting Room Hallway 

1.1.

2.2.

3.3.
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Kathy BarnardKathy Barnard

Etz Chaim: Tree of Life  
(also known as: Tree of Knowledge 
or Family Tree)  

Stained Glass

Location: The White Theatre Entrance 

Eternal Flame 

Stained Glass Sconce

24" x 6"x 18"

Location: Campus Chapel, Third Floor

KATHY BARNARD creates custom designed art glass for residential and 

commercial installations. After years working with glass and learning 

how it behaves, Barnard has mastered how it holds and reflects light. 

She uses that knowledge in her designs to vividly portray a color as no 

other substance can. Her works range from delicate etched flower plates 

to glass panels making up the side of an entire building. She creates 

sculptural carved art glass, deep carved windows and murals as well 

as stained glass windows. Her designs include the human figure and 

geometric patterns, but her true love is nature.

Find more about this artist at www.kathybarnardstudio.com
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Rita BlittRita Blitt

RITA BLITT is an international award-winning painter, sculptor and 

filmmaker whose words “Kindness is contagious. Catch it!” have inspired 

people all over the world. Her works have been featured in over 70 solo 

exhibitions. In 2019, she was awarded an Honorary Doctoral degree 

in Fine Arts by Washburn University. Her works are included in many 

museums and private collections, including The Nelson-Atkins Museum 

of Art and the Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art. The Rita Blitt 

Gallery and Sculpture Garden, Mulvane Museum, Washburn University, 

Topeka, Kansas is the home of the Rita Blitt Legacy Collection.

Find more about this artist at www.ritablitt.com  

My Joyous Jewish Star was donated by Rita Blitt in honor of her husband, 

Irwin Blitt. Caught in Paint, The Dance series and The Dance sculpture 

were also donated by Rita Blitt.

My Joyous Jewish Star

Brass Sculpture

78" x 53" 

Location: Campus Lobby 

L’chaim: To Life

Steel Sculpture

3 parts, 9' x 17'

Location: The White Theatre Circle Drive

The Dance

Wall Sculpture

Location: Theatre Wing 
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5.5.

1.1. 2.2. 3.3. 4.4.

7.7.

8.8. 9.9. 10.10.

14.14.12.12. 13.13.

11.11.

6.6.
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1-5. The Dance I, II, III, IV & V 

Paint on Paper

5 pieces, 36" x 28"

Location: Theatre Galleria

6. Caught in Paint 

Poster for Caught in Paint 

Location: Theatre Galleria

7-14. Caught in Paint 

Ink drawings created during the filming of  

Caught in Paint 

8 pieces, 20" x 17"

Location: Theatre Galleria

15. Spirit’s Delight (1993) 

Wood Sculpture

16" x 8" x 8"

Location: Display Case outside the Blitt Family Art Suite, 
Bottom right of case

16. Inspiration (1993) 

Wood Sculpture 

16" x 8" x 8"

Location: Display Case outside the Blitt Family Art Suite, 

Bottom right of case

17. Black Box VII (1990) 

Wood Sculpture

10" x 8" x 30"

Location: Display Case outside the Blitt Family Art Suite, 
Middle right of case

18. Aspects of Nature II (1990) 

Wood Sculpture

10" x 8" x 30"

Location: Display Case outside the Blitt Family Art Suite, 
Middle right of case 

19. Lunar Blitt (2006)

Painted Steel & Bronze

30" x 6" x 20"

Location: Display Case outside the Blitt Family Art Suite, 
Right side of case

20. Nessie (2006) 

Wood Sculpture

24" x 8" x 8"

Location: Display Case outside the Blitt Family Art Suite,  
Top left of case

15. 16.16.

17.

19.19. 20.20.

18.
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Scott Browne

SCOTT BROWNE  is a self trained, American based artist and sculptor 

who creates for fun. He resides in Florida.

Conversations 

Painted Steel 

Location: Outdoors, Child  

Development Center Playground
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Jamie BurmeisterJamie Burmeister

JAMIE BURMEISTER is a sculptor, musician and educator living in 

Omaha, Nebraska. His artwork has been exhibited in galleries, museums 

and public places throughout the world.  He has received numerous 

honors and awards including the Nebraska Art Council’s 2010 and 2007 

Individual Artist Fellowships, Omaha Entertainment and Arts 2007 

Best Public Art and 2006 Three-Dimensional Sculpture Awards, and 

the Serenbe Artist in Residence.  He received a B.A. in Exercise Science 

from Creighton University in Omaha in 1992, an M.S. in Health Education 

from the University of Nebraska at Omaha in 1995, and an M.F.A. in 

Sculpture from the University of Nebraska at Lincoln in 2005. He is an 

art instructor at Metropolitan Community College in Omaha. 

Find more about this artist at jamieburmeister.com

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Drip II

Acrylic & Bronze on Wood

48" x 48" 

Location: Expansion Back Gym 
Entrance
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Alexander Calder

ALEXANDER CALDER (1898-1976) Alexander Calder was born in 1898, 

the second child of artist parents—his father was a sculptor and his 

mother a painter. Calder was encouraged to create, and from the age of 

eight, he always had his own workshop wherever the family lived. 

Despite his talents, Calder did not originally set out to become an 

artist. He instead enrolled at the Stevens Institute of Technology after 

high school and graduated in 1919 with an engineering degree. Calder 

worked for several years after graduation at various jobs, including as a 

hydraulics and automotive engineer and fireman in a ship’s boiler room. 

While serving in the latter occupation on a ship from New York bound 

for San Francisco, Calder awoke on the deck to see both a brilliant 

sunrise and a scintillating full moon; each was visible on opposite 

horizons. The experience made a lasting impression on Calder: he would 

refer to it throughout his life.

Calder committed to becoming an artist shortly thereafter, and in 1923 

he moved to New York and enrolled at the Art Students League. He also 

took a job illustrating for the National Police Gazette, which sent him to 

the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus to sketch circus scenes. 

The circus became a lifelong interest of Calder’s. After moving to Paris 

in 1926, he created his Cirque Calder, a complex and unique body of art. 

Calder soon began to sculpt. Word traveled about the inventive artist, 

and he was given his first solo gallery show at the Weyhe Gallery in New 

York. This exhibition was soon followed by others in New York, Paris, and 

Berlin; as a result, Calder spent much time crossing the ocean by boat. 

He became friendly with many prominent artists and intellectuals of the 

early twentieth century at this time, including Joan Miró, Fernand Léger, 

James Johnson Sweeney, and Marcel Duchamp. 

Throughout his career, he also worked as a set designer for the theater, 

as well as an illustrator and printmaker, producing vibrant, whimsical 

drawings for books and journals.

Find more about this artist at calder.org

Donated In Memory of Elliot N. Gale, PhD, by his family

Moonlight in a Gust of Wind 

(1965-66)

Numbered Lithograph

29" x 36"  

Location: Hallway to The White  
Theater
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PAUL CHELSTAD was born in Sioux City, Iowa in 1948. He studied art 

at Wayne State College in 1966, then transferred to the University of 

Southwestern Louisiana in 1967. He lived in New Orleans from 1968 

until 1975, then settled in New York in 1980. Alex Vallauri, who worked 

to promote stencil art among New York’s artists, introduced him to 

stenciling on public walls in spring of 1982. In 1994, Chelstad returned to 

Sioux City, and began doing the large-scale commissioned murals he is 

best known for locally.

Chelstad was influenced by the 1970s, a period of consolidation and 

growth in the arts. Conceptual art developed as a influential movement, 

and was in part an evolution of and response to minimalism. Process art 

combined elements of conceptualism with other formal considerations, 

creating mysterious and experimental bodies of work. Toward the end 

of the decade, the emerging practices of graffiti and street art were 

beginning to gain attention in the fine art community. Artists like Keith 

Haring and Jean-Michel Basquiat were working in downtown Manhattan 

and ensuring that spray paint and tagging gained some validity as a fine 

art practice, a trend which would fully emerge and dominate during the 

following decade.

Find more about this artist at siouxcityartcenter.org/artist/paul-chelstad

Donated by Michael Staenberg 

Paul ChelstadPaul Chelstad

Blanca Dancers

Mixed Media on Canvas

36" x 36" 

Location: Dance Wing
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James Coury

JAMES COURY is a sculptor and designer living in Seattle, Washington.  

Interested in creating visual and/or kinetic movement in space, he has 

studied many mediums and styles of sculpture throughout his career. 

This piece, entitled A Dance, was inspired by the concept of ‘Flow.' 

Spiraling lines and swirling color infuse hope and warmth into the trials 

of the human dance.

Find more about this style of work at www.lightart.com

A Dance

Sculpture from PET Resin, 

40% Recycled

12' x 4' x 3'

Location: Fitness + Sports + Aquatics 
Lobby

Detail of A Dance
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Jason Cummings

JASON CUMMINGS has previous experience as an antiques dealer, 

art director and designer. He attended South Choctaw Academy and 

spent the initial years of his life in Needham, AL. Cummings has lived 

in different cities in the Southeastern United States and now resides 

in New Orleans, LA. Currently he is a full-time artist and can usually 

be found at Jackson Square in the New Orleans French Quarter on 

weekends and during special events. It is his varied experience in career, 

residence, and natural creativity that allows him to create such unique 

works of art today.

The artist can be contacted at jcliquid@gmail.com

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Abstract Green and Orange 
Mixed Media on Canvas

36" x 3" x 48"

Location: Dance Wing 

Small Shiny Abstracts

Acrylic on Wood

18 pieces, 8" x 8" 

Location: Spin Hallway
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STEVEN DERKS is a Tucson based multi media artist, who works 

with metal. Most of his sculptures are conceived right in the scrap 

yards where he finds both the vision and the ingredients for his work. 

Derks sees a piece of metal and immediately imagines the completed 

sculpture it suggests. In one visit, he is often able to locate all of the 

metal parts necessary to complete many sculptures. Occasionally, an 

exciting piece of rusted metal will languish in his studio yard for months, 

waiting for the day he finds the missing pieces to complete it.

From the Artist... 

Finding and collecting curiosities in thrift stores and junkyards is a 

lifelong preoccupation and a passionate experience for me. Three or 

four times a month I visit junkyards. I walk around alone, looking at 

the forlorn piles of bent, twisted and rusted metal lying everywhere. 

Ideas start to form very fast; everywhere I look I begin to see metal 

transformed into finished sculptures.

I like the immediacy of welding; it is like glue that sets in seconds. It 

makes metal become either plastic or rigid. I never bend or cut the 

metal I use. This self-imposed limitation forces me to respond to the 

object as it actually is. My art lies in the assemblage, not the cutting and 

shaping of its individual parts.

When I discard something, I betray it. When I find it, conceive a vision 

of it renewed, and make art from it, I redeem it. All objects have the 

potential to be redeemed through art, to be transformed through 

human vision. So do all people. If a person were to be discarded like 

a piece of rusted steel, it would be a profound experience. But if it 

happens to an object, everyone takes it to be insignificant. I can’t 

accept that. Art makes my own personal redemption possible. Making 

art allows me to have a spiritual and a psychological life without being 

directly involved in theology or ideology. Through art I can engage my 

life deeply and can impact others by how they experience my work.

I like my work to remain unfinished, even when I have carried out my 

initial vision for it. I resist signing the work for this reason. If it remains 

unsigned, it is a piece in process. More things can continue to happen to 

transform it after it is sold. Co-incidentally, I hate saying goodbye to my 

work and to people. Artwork and human relationships always have the 

potential for new life and more redemption. I always expect that.

Find more about this artist at www.stevenderks.com.

Donated by Michael Staenberg 

Steven Derks

Bulls Eyes 
Acrylic on Metal 

15 pieces, 16" x 16"

Location: Expansion Stairwell

Fit Installation 
Mixed Media

12 pieces, 24" x 24"

Location: Membership Experience Desk
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1-10. Bike Panels 
Painting on Aluminum

10 pieces, 24" x 24" 

Location: Expansion Yoga Studio

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

7. 8. 9.

10.
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11. Columns

Painting on Aluminum

20 pieces, 60" x 6"  

Fitness + Sports + Aquatics Lobby 

12. Metal Assemblage:  
Asymmetrical Pink 

Painting on Aluminum

24" x 24"

Location: Hallway to Fitness Floor

13. Metal Assemblage: 
Blue Semi-circle

Painting on Aluminum

24" x 24"

Location: Hallway to Fitness Floor

14. Metal Assemblage: 
Yellow Discs

Painting on Aluminum 

24" x 24"

Location: Hallway to Fitness Floor

15. Metal Assemblage:  
Perforated Red Round Top

Painting on Aluminum 

24" x 24"

Location: Hallway to Fitness Floor

16. Metal Assemblage: 
Polka Dot Yellow

Painting on Aluminum 

24" x 24"

Location: Hallway to Fitness Floor

17. Metal Assemblage: 
Green Semi-circle

Painting on Aluminum 

24" x 24"

Location: Hallway to Fitness Floor

12.

11.11.

13. 14.

15. 16. 17.
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TERRY DUSHAN’S work encourages the viewer to look at the ordinary 

and see the extraordinary. Dushan’s works are currently in galleries and 

private collections in Europe and throughout the United States. 

From the Artist... 

Art is my passion. My father and husband were career military officers. 

Moves to locations in the U.S. and abroad were frequent. My father was 

an avid photographer and my mother, an extremely gifted oil painter.  

They inspired in me a deep appreciation for color and composition. 

Moves to new locations offered sights and scenes I first yearned, then 

learned, to capture with my camera. 

Long a traditional fine art photographer, my recent works are inspired 

by a fascination with patterns in nature and the exotic designs of man. I 

work to create abstract compositions that mirror an original photograph 

but expand beyond it.  I also paint abstract watercolor artworks. In 

short, I challenge myself through the lens of my camera and through my 

watercolor brushes to produce original works that fire the imagination 

and the emotions of my viewers.  

Dushan’s work is represented by Modern Arts Midtown, located in 

Omaha, NE. 

Find more about this artist at www.tdushanfineart.com

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Terry Dushan

Untitled #15

Archival Ink on Paper

36" x 36" 

Location: Expansion Office Suite 
Hallway 
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CURT FRANKENSTEIN (1920-2009) was born in Hanover, Germany, in 

1920 to a Jewish father and a Lutheran mother. As a child he excelled 

in art and spent much of his time drawing, to the dismay of his parents 

who wanted him to choose a more lucrative career. But as Frankenstein 

reached his teens, his career plans were cut short by the rise of Hitler 

and the Third Reich. During the infamous Kristallnacht raids in 1938, his 

father was taken to the Sachsenhausen concentration camp. Luckily, he 

was released several months later on the condition that he would leave 

the country immediately. He boarded a freighter ship packed with other 

refugees bound for the international seaport of Shanghai.

Frankenstein came to the Chicago area from Germany when he was 

25. He attended the American Academy of Art, the Art Institute of 

Chicago and the Otis Art Institute of Los Angeles. He took courses in 

Lithography under Max Kahn at the Art Institute and Etching under Hedi 

Bak at Studio 22 in Chicago. He had a studio and print shop with his 

own etching press in Wilmette, IL. It was during the 1950s when abstract 

art was the attraction that Frankenstein found his calling. He was 

devoted to representational art, and his paintings tell a story. He liked 

the tension between fantasy and reality, and he used familiar images in 

unfamiliar, surprising ways. 

From the Artist... 

Art was the determining factor in my fate. Art has helped me 

enormously in some difficult situations. I have existed because I was an 

artist.

Find more about this artist at www.curtfrankenstein.com

Curt FrankensteinCurt Frankenstein

Logos (The World)

Hand Colored Etching

24" x 28" 

Location: Jewish Experiences 
Conference Room 
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Bibby Gignilliat

BIBBY GIGNILLIAT creates art to connect with her true essence.  Her 

art cuts through the societal programming, expressing itself in a joyful 

way. The process allows Gignilliat to let go of control and surrender 

to the painting.  As a recovering perfectionist she chooses to work in 

mixed media using collage and acrylic because it’s forgiving. She favors 

bold colors, geometric shapes and text which come alive with whimsy 

on wood panels and paper. Gignilliat is happiest when she is drawing 

outside the lines on the canvas and in life.

From the Artist... 

My work is inspired by my personal growth and transition over the last 

few years.  During this period, I realized that the only limits we face 

are self-imposed. As we release the limiting beliefs, we open to infinite 

possibilities. Each piece is an expression of a feeling I am experiencing, 

an aspect of growth I am facing, or a question I am contemplating 

during the time I create it. 

I have always been creative and have applied my creativity to building 

businesses, professional cooking and art. I am a self-taught artist with 

a full-time focus on my art practice. My work has been featured on 

CBS News in San Diego, Marin Magazine and in the Marin IJ.

When I am not in the studio painting, I consult for my former business, 

Parties That Cook, which inspires connection through group cooking. I 

also contribute recipes bi-monthly to the San Jose Mercury News Food 

Section. I am an avid gardener. My garden, my home and my art are 

featured on Houzz and Houzz TV. I hold a Masters in Intuition Medicine 

from the Academy of Intuition Medicine and use these skills to create art 

that brings joy and life to homes, healthcare facilities and corporations 

such as hotels and restaurants.

Find more about this artist at www.bibbyart.com

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Playground

Acrylic on Canvas

48" x 48" 

Location: Group Fitness Stairwell
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SUE GINGRICH is a Midwestern artist, residing in Overland Park, KS.  

Her paintings are impressionistic landscapes, floral, and still life, as well 

as contemporary and abstract, with heavy textures and mixed media 

on canvas. With years of experimenting with textures and colors, Sue 

has developed her own style. Sue has exhibited her art in many group 

exhibitions as well as  one woman "Featured" shows.  She has received 

numerous awards over the years, and is currently enjoying steady sales 

activity. Her paintings can be found in both corporate and private art 

collections across the United States, Canada, Europe, and Asia.

From the Artist... 

I want my paintings to make statements by being: Exciting, Colorful, 

Playful, Restful, and Dynamic. I want my viewers to be "captivated" 

with interest in what is going on in the painting: the technique, the 

composition and design, the color balance, the movement, and the 

atmosphere. 

My inspiration for painting comes from nature and color all around me.  I 

also have a good digital camera. Like most artists, most of my ideas and 

subject matter comes from my own photos. Also, music creates mood 

and relaxation while I am painting.  I love all kinds of music: pop, rock, 

classical, opera, and country western too.

I am currently using acrylic artist colors and mediums.  I love heavy, 

touchable textures, as well as the most beautiful "yummy colors" that 

I mix up on my pallet.  I paint in layers, letting each layer dry before 

applying the next.  It's fun and exciting to see what develops as each 

layer builds, and the painting evolves into a finished work of art.

Find more about this artist at hydegallery.com/sue-gingrich

Donated by Scott and Denise Slabotsky honoring The White Theatre 

10th Anniversary

Sue Gingrich

Unknown Title

Paint on Canvas

48" x 60" 

Location: The White Theatre Hallway
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IAN GONSHER is an artist, designer and educator. He is on the faculty in 

the School of Engineering at Brown University, where his teaching and 

research focus on design process and creative practice. He is also the 

co-founder of the Brown Design Workshop, Brown STEAM, the Creative 

Scholars Project, the Brown Creative Mind Initiative, and Critical Design/

Critical Futures.  He holds a BFA in Industrial Design and Art History 

from the University of Kansas and an MFA in Furniture Design.

The text reads as follows:  

"In the beginning God created the heaven and earth. The earth was 

without form and void, with darkness on the face of the depths, but 

God 's spirit moved on the water's surface. God said, 'Let their be light, 

and light came into existence. God saw that the light was good, and 

God divided the light from darkness. God named the light Day, and the 

darkness He named Night. It was evening and it was morning, the first 

day." 

From the Artist...

What might it look like to translate the Torah directly to light? What 

hermeneutic and aesthetic insights might emerge if we imagined the 

Torah as a prism through which visible light passes? Much like Gematria, 

in which each Hebrew character is assigned a numeric value, each 

character in this passage from Bereshit is assigned a position in the 

visible spectrum.  

Find more about this artist at gonsherdesign.com/about

Ian GonsherIan Gonsher

Unknown Title

Print

38" x 38" 

Location: Outside of Campus  
Board Room 
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JUDY HAAS lives and works in Telluride, Colorado. She has been 

a professional artist since 1985, showing her work nationally and 

internationally. A committed environmentalist, Haas uses her gifts to 

celebrate and preserve the wilderness she loves. Her mediums include 

pastel on paper, ceramics, computer-generated fractals, mixed media 

prints and projects. She has illustrated two books, Being a Mother & The 

Grace of Mary. She participated in the Art in the Embassies program and 

many companies including Patagonia, The Nature Company, and Andrews 

McMeel have used her images. She has shown her work at Alexander 

Gallery in New York, Beadleston Gallery in New York and London, 

Meredith Long Gallery in Houston, American Museum of Flyfishing in New 

Hampshire, and many galleries in Sun Valley, Vail, Aspen and Telluride.

Additional work by this artist can be seen at the South Fit Street Gallery in 

Telluride, Colorado.

Contact this artist at judyhaasart@gmail.com

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Judy Haas

Fractals

Lenticular Printing on Panel

5 pieces, 13" x 13" 

Location: Dance Wing
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JEFF HANSON (1993-2020) was an award-winning, philanthropic artist 

from Overland Park, KS who was on a mission to "change the world 

through art." Self-taught as an artist, Jeff first began painting while 

undergoing chemotherapy at age 12. Visually impaired since childhood 

from neurofibromatosis, Jeff’s acrylic-on-canvas works employ bold 

color and heavily sculptured texture to create an unmistakable signature 

style. Despite his limited vision, he continued to create brilliant artwork 

until his passing in 2020.

Jeff began painting note cards and selling them at a driveway bake sale. 

Proceeds were donated to The Children’s Tumor Foundation. Note cards 

gradually transitioned to acrylics on canvas. Jeff began donating some 

of his paintings to live charity auctions across the country. By age 20, 

Jeff made national headlines when his artwork generated $1 million for 

charity. And upon his death, at age 27, Jeff had generated $6.5 million 

for over 200 charities and was on track to give $10 million by age 30. 

Jeff believed every act of kindness helps create kinder communities, 

more compassionate nations and a better world for all—even one 

painting at a time.

While Jeff enjoyed a very successful career as an artist, his philanthropic 

spirit drew even more attention. Jeff was awarded both Young 

Philanthropist of the Year and Young Entrepreneur of the Year for his 

efforts. He was a People magazine “Hero Among Us” and appeared 

on CNN’s “Impact Your World.” In 2011, Jeff won Prudential’s coveted 

National Spirit of Community Award, for outstanding community 

service. In 2015, the NASCAR Foundation honored Jeff with the Betty 

Jane France Humanitarian Award, and his inspirational story was 

profiled on CBS Sunday Morning.

Find more about this artist at jeffhansonart.com

Donated by Scott and Denise Slabotsky

Jeff HansonJeff Hanson

Unknown Title

Mixed Media

4 panels, 53" x 19" x 3" 

Location: Hallway by Art Studio
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BRIEANNE HAUGER is a Chicago based artist specializing in 

fiberglass. Hauger holds a BFA in painting and drawing from Edinboro 

University in Pennsylvania.  Hauger finds that it is the creative flow, 

the engendered feelings of success beyond balance–a connection to a 

greater good, a sense of meaningfulness, and the generation of positive 

outcomes.

About the Sculpture 

The Apple sculpture at the Child Development Center hearkens back 

to the proverb of the 14th century “Large streams from little fountains 

flow, Tall oaks from little acorns grow”. This is to remind our culture that 

young children have time and opportunity to fulfill their full potential 

and destiny when their inner conditions are nurtured. Their nature is 

pure and peaceful and we must nurture the best in all of humanity.

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Brieanne HaugerBrieanne Hauger

Apple

Fiberglass Sculpture

4' x 4' x 2' 

Outdoors, Near the CDC Playground
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Alexander Huerta

ALEXANDER HUERTA (1967-2020) was a self-taught mixed media artist 

who worked in downtown Las Vegas at his Peace N’ Art Studio. He 

began painting in 1996 after being inspired upon seeing Pablo Picasso’s 

Le Reve, a beautiful oil painting of a woman sitting in chair. His own 

artwork was often pop-art heavy, a compilation of images, words and 

text in mixed media, shown at his and other galleries around Las Vegas. 

He worked in collage, paint, Sharpie, and just about anything else he 

could incorporate as material.

Find more about this artist at www.facebook.com/peaceNartstudiolv

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Ice Cream Kit 

Mixed Media on Panel

48" x 48" 

Location: Expansion Back Hallway

Kissing Jacket

Mixed Media on Panel

48" x 48" 

Location: Expansion Back Hallway

All the Great Powder

Mixed Media on Panel

48" x 48" 

Location: Expansion Back Hallway
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300 JCC CAMPERS came together in the summer of 2012 to share 

their favorite camp memories and answer the question: “What does 

camp and community mean to you?” Spirited conversation, followed 

by imaginative sketches and days of painting, resulted in this unique 

work of art, created by their own hands. This patchwork of campers’ 

expressions, crafted under the direction of artists Joani Rothenberg Yael 

Buxbaum, was made possible by a grant from the Harry & Elizabeth 

Jacobs Innovative Endowment Fund. May it serve as a reminder of the 

joy of childhood and the meaning of community. 

JCC Campers

A Patchwork of Camper 
Expressions

Mixed Media, 8' X 4'  

Location: Campus Lobby Hallway to 
Hyman Brand Hebrew Academy
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JEFF KAPFER earned a BFA from Webster University with an emphasis 

in graphic design. He combines his graphic design influence with his 

childhood obsession with birds to create vibrant light-hearted paintings 

inspired by friends, family and everyday life. His work has been shown 

throughout St. Louis. including Houska Gallery, SIBA Gallery and the 

Saint Louis Art Fair in Clayton, MO.

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Jeff KapferJeff Kapfer

Birds

Acrylic on Canvas

24" x 24"  

Location: J Clubhouse 

Hungry Birds

Acrylic on Canvas

24" x 32"  

Location: J Clubhouse

Waiting

Acrylic on Canvas

36" x 24"  

Location: J Clubhouse
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CORITA KENT (1918-1986), also known as Sister Mary Corita, was an 

artist with an innovative approach to design and education. By the 

1960s, her vibrant serigraphs were drawing international acclaim. 

Corita’s work reflected her concerns about poverty, racism and war, 

and her message of peace and social justice continue to resonate with 

audiences today.

Find more about this artist at corita.org 

Donated by Robert Cugno and Robert Logan 

"In consideration of the fact...that all those who stand before us in 

this tribunal and elsewhere, have struggled hard to produce that dark 

uneven bread whereby they exist...and that the good ingredients and 

the bad which this bread contains are not easily distinguishable because 

perhaps these men, while they breathed and walked upon the earth, 

were unable to be different from what they have been... in consideration 

of the fact...that they have suffered greatly, dragging with them a most 

heavy burden... for these reasons in the name of God; in the name of 

law, we declare these men...have themselves pronounced their just and 

proper sentence. They pronounce it every day, in the lives they lead 

and the torments that they suffer. We declare that by themselves they 

have found their certainty. And perhaps from the hands of the judge, 

they will need to have something also, something higher; understanding 

understanding." - Ugo Betti

Sister Corita Kent

Understanding (1964)

Serigraph

26" x 37"

Location: Hallway to The White 
Theatre
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DEANA KHOSHABA is a studio artist from Chicago, where she studied 

with Rebecca George. Prior to pursuing a career in art, Deana earned a 

doctorate in Clinical Psychology and worked as a pediatric diagnostic 

specialist and special education consultant for 20 years. She has 

participated in solo and group shows in Las Vegas, Orange County 

and New York City. She has been featured in the international travel 

magazine Conde Naste and several other publications. 

In 2018, Deana signed with Gallery 104 New York. Online, Deana’s work 

is featured on Gallery104.com and Artsy.net. Her large and medium 

sized abstract expressionist works are created with archival quality 

materials and surfaces she prepares herself. She paints on heavy-weight 

canvas, wood, rice paper, and durable printmaking papers, using oil, 

enamel, acrylic, Sumi ink, and Chinese water paint. Deana also utilizes 

fabric, decorative papers, and found objects to create unique and 

interesting mixed media pieces. Combinations of charcoal, Conte’, oil 

pastels, and a wide variety of medium and solvents create the texture, 

luminosity, and visually stimulating marks, lines, and organic forms that 

are characteristic of her work.

Find more about this artist at deanakhoshaba.com 

Donated by Michael Staenberg 

Deena KhoshabaDeena Khoshaba

Primary Fellowship

Mixed Media

56" x 56"  

Location: Expansion Stairwell
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ALICIA LACHANCE is a self-taught painter whose motivation has been 

fueled by a love of family, her community and our contemporary climate. 

LaChance was born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri. After living abroad 

and on both coasts, the artist returned to her hometown to raise her 

three children. In addition to becoming a full-time painter in 2002, she 

co-founded Hoffman LaChance Contemporary in 2004. HLC has had 

over 100 exhibitions featuring regional and national artists and curators. 

LaChance makes large scale, process driven paintings built up through 

layers of acrylic, casein, latex and spray paint on a fresco-secco ground 

over canvas. Mark-making involves traditional brushwork, sign maker’s 

techniques, silk screen, taping, powdered pigment stains, scraping 

and sanding. LaChance’s work conveys a layering and compression of 

multicultural traditions and art historical references, from ancient folk 

traditions to street art. 

LaChance's works have been selected to 'New American Painting' 

by Julie Rodriguez Widholm, currently the Director of the DePaul 

Art Museum and by Kelly Shindler, former Associate Curator of The 

Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis. Most recently, her New Village 

series was exhibited at The Evansville Museum of Art, History and 

Science. Her body of work, Ornament of Grammar was selected by 

'Art News' contributing writer, Jason Hoelscher, for a three woman 

exhibition, Flat Bed Picture Planes at Georgia Southern University 

(2017). Duane Reed Gallery of St. Louis featured the New Village series 

at Art Palm Springs (2017).

Her works have been placed in significant collections including: Twitter, 

Estée Lauder Headquarters, UCSD Jacobs Medical Center, New York 

University, Temple University, and St. Louis Int. Airport, among others.

Find more about this artist at alicialachance.com

Donated by Michael Staenberg 

Alicia LaChance

New Village V

Mixed Media Collage

60" x 60" 

Location: Fitness + Sports + Aquatics 
Lobby
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MITCH LEVIN is a Colorado based artist operating out of High Voltage 

Studio. His work looks for impact with a play on shape, color, size & 

balance. This whimsical approach to design produces furniture and 

sculpture that is both bold and yet very functional. His arsenal of 

materials varies from piece to piece but more often than not, a mixture 

of several are used for a contrasting effect. While looking at the world, 

little escapes this artist's eye as potential elements for his pieces. 

Elements are removed from their function and used in a way that truly 

enhances their aesthetics. Levin was born and raised in Chicago. He first 

studied architecture at Iowa State University and received his Bachelor 

of Arts in Design. While working in Chicago as Art Director for a major 

video production company, he also attended the Art Institute of Chicago 

as an artist at large. Mitch worked on his Master's of Industrial Design at 

the University of Illinois at Chicago. He also taught design classes at UIC 

and Harper College. His thesis incorporating contemporary furniture, 

sculpture, and the use of alternative materials is a work in progress. His 

experience as an Art Director creating computer graphics and special 

effects has served as a catalyst for many of his works.

From the Artist...

 I create one-of-a-kind and limited edition, sculpture, furniture art and 

custom pieces. My work incorporates all mediums, including wood, 

steel, glass and recycled materials. From contemporary to steampunk 

as well as pop art and thematic pieces. I  create for the home or work 

place ...inside and out. My clients include, Google, Walgreens, Motorola, 

Verizon, Harvard University and Indie GoGo.

Find more about this artist at www.studiodoorz.com/studios/united-

states/colorado/mitch-levin-high-voltage-studio/

Contact the artist at mitchlevindesigns@gmail.com

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Mitch Levin

Stars of David 

Metal on Wood

5 pieces, 19"  

Location: 3rd Floor
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Susie Levin

SUSIE LEVIN is a mixed media artist, creating pieces primarily with 

acrylic, latex, wood panels and carved wood pieces. Levin studied 

fine art and graphic design and received her BA from the College of 

Design at Iowa State University. After moving to Chicago, she worked in 

advertising but transitioned because of her love of fine art to a career 

as a painter. She has been creating abstract paintings for over 30 

years. She has exhibited nationwide in numerous galleries and public 

exhibitions and has become a part of many private and corporate 

collections. Levin resides in Colorado with her husband Mitch Levin. 

From the Artist

I continue to work as a mixed media artist, creating pieces primarily with 

acrylic, latex, wood panels and carved wood pieces. My art is abstract 

but I create in an organized, planned almost architectural way, much 

like my past experience as a graphic designer. Each piece is an original. 

Many pieces are inspired by my love for small details and shapes from 

things around me. I’ll look at something small and think how great it 

would look really large on a wall. Many times I’ll add numbers, a fun 

detail from my graphic design days. I work on raw wood panel, layering 

and sanding the paint. I sculpt wood pieces which then are placed 

within windows of the panels. Each of these pieces is cut, carved, 

drilled and dyed or painted. I feel like these carved pieces are a bit of an 

adventure, both in allowing me to work three dimensionally and also to 

step away from my paints and work with power tools. I like to push my 

limits. It’s like taking a recipe, but never sticking to the exact ingredients.

Find more about this artist at www.susielevinart.com

Donated by Michael Staenberg

1. 012345

Acrylic on Wood, 37" x 56" 

Location: Campus Hallway to Fitness

2. Everything That Lies Within

Acrylic on Wood, 36" x 36" 

Location: Expansion Meeting Hallway

3. Finish Line

Acrylic on Wood, 36" x 36" 

Location: Expansion Meeting Hallway

1.1.

2.2.

3.3.
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Hilary LewisHilary Lewis

HILARY LEWIS (1947-2009) was a native Kansas Citian who dedicated 

her professional life to Jewish education. She spent most of her years 

as a teacher of teachers in The Resource Center of the Central Agency 

for Jewish Education. She also taught in the classroom and served many 

years as principal of the Community High School of Jewish Studies.  

During the last years of her life, Lewis applied her creativity to artistic 

expression – working almost exclusively with gel pens. Most of her work 

depicted Jewish themes. 

Donated by The Earl J. and Leona K. Tranin Special Fund

1-4. Untitled

Drawings with Gel Pens

4 pieces, 37" x 43" and  12" x 15"  

Location: 3rd Floor across from Jewish 
Federation of Greater Kansas City

1.1.

2.2.

3.3.

4.4.
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Marvin W. LitmanMarvin W. Litman

MARVIN W. LITMAN (1925-2008) had a life-long passion for advertising, 

merchandising and marketing with a talent in graphic arts. He developed 

his role as a prominent Kansas City advertising and marketing executive 

and was a partner at Sher, Jones and Litman, where his efforts were 

directed as the principal sports marketing director for the Kansas City 

Kings. He was active with the Jewish Community Center and produced 

their annual “Sports Nite” for 16 years. He designed and supervised 

the sculpture of the Magen David for the front entrance of the Jewish 

Community Campus and the creation of the David Belzer Gardens in the 

back. He also designed the new member promotions and programming 

materials for the Jewish Community Center from 1988 through 2007.

Commissioned by Barbara Rosenberg in memory of her late husband, 

H. Paul Rosenberg

Magen David

Stainless Steel Sculpture

Location: Outside of Campus Main 
Entrance
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BABS LOWENSTEIN lives and works in Leawood, Kansas. Lowenstein’s 

large abstract paintings channel the under-eyelid pulses of dream 

landscapes in their psychic intensity, layered surfaces, and swirling 

compositions. Her color-based work draws from the translucence of a 

tulip petal, the fiery oranges and reds of Chinese dragons, the bursting 

firework. Employing a variety of palette knives, occasionally her hands, 

and rarely a brush, the artist balances sheer grounds with thick layers 

of textured color. She doesn’t name most of her paintings so that the 

observer can use their own imaginations.

Babs learned at an early age from her mother, who was also an artist. As 

an adult, Babs incorporated her love of art into teaching young children, 

first at the preschool at Congregation Beth Shalom and then at The 

Temple, Congregation B’nai Jehudah.

After 30 years of teaching, Babs retired and began her second career 

as an artist. She started taking art classes at the Jewish Community 

Center through the Heritage Center and loved it. She had several pieces 

in The J’s senior art show and has donated many works for charitable 

purposes. In addition to painting, she loves ceramics and working in 

different light and colors. 

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Babs Lowenstein

Imagination

Painting on Canvas

62" x 73"

Location: Hallway Near Art Studio 
Entrance

Untitled

Painting on Canvas

Location: Heritage Center
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Dance of I and I

Bronze Sculpture 

15" x 8" x 10"

Location: Campus Back Hallway 

DAVID MALLIN is an owner and sculptor at Bomdiggity LLC and 

Lovelight Studio. Mallin has been a sculptor for more than 50 years, 

working with stone, wood, bronze and other materials. Originally from 

Prairie Village, Kansas, Mallin resides in Mancos, Colorado. The sculpture, 

Dance of I and I, is inspired by watching the patterns and circles of the 

dances of the Tikvah Dancers, an Israeli folk dance troupe, in which his 

wife Gail Miller was a dancer. Between the bronze figures dancing, in 

the light of the negative space, are the Hebrew letters Yod-Yod. When 

Sabbath candles are set on the base, on each side of the dancing 

figures, the figures' shadows dance on the walls, and the Yod-Yod light is 

cast upon the walls between the dancers. 

Presented to the Campus in Memory of Herb Horowitz, JVS President, 

1976 to 1979

David MallinDavid Mallin
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Stan MeyerStan Meyer

STAN MEYER creates flat-woven artworks out of roofing felt paper, 

utilizing inspiration for patterns from Celtic, Maori, and various 

other aboriginal cultures, combined with patterns found in nature or 

contemporary architecture. His large-scale wall works are unique and 

combine artistic aesthetic reminiscent of abstract expressionists with 

the handmade technique of fine craftspeople.

Meyer has been a working artist for thirty-eight years. He received a 

degree in Art Education from the University of Wisconsin-Stout in 1973 

and an MFA in painting and drawing from Southern Illinois University-

Carbondale in 1975.  He taught at Rend Lake College in Mt. Vernon, 

Illinois, at Rocky Mountain of Art and Design in Denver, Colorado and 

at the ArtReach Program in Denver. He has exhibited nationally and 

his work is found in many private and public collections, nationally and 

internationally.  He is one of the first artists to use the flat weave as a 

technique for creating contemporary art. 

Meyer lives in the foothills southwest of Denver.

Find more about this artist at stanmeyerart.com 

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Millefioti

Acrylic on Wood

70"

Location: Across from Racquetball  
Courts
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Bill Mills

BILL MILLS is multi-media artist who is well known for his eclectic, 

representational and abstract work. His work has won numerous best-

in-show awards and has been shown in galleries across the country. His 

art is included in many private and corporate collections.  It was only 

after an executive career in the petroleum industry that Bill, through the 

private study of art, found his “most satisfying work” – self expression 

through visual art. Bill and his wife, Bette, live in Sarasota, Florida. 

From the Artist

The piece, Strength Loyalty Charity Kindness, expresses my observations 

and impressions of Judaism. The shapes of the four hanging blocks 

are not letters, but simply abstract symbols representative of all the 

different directions Judaism takes all over the world. 

Other key impressions I have observed are strength, loyalty, charity 

and kindness. Strength is represented by the use of metal, loyalty  or 

unity by the bar at the top holding all the elements together. The Star 

of David and the warm colors convey charity or warmth and kindness. 

I encourage each person to experience his or her own feelings and 

interpretation of the art; these are simply mine. 

The artist can be reached at billandbette@gmail.com

Celebration and I Am That I Am donated by Ellen Kort

Strength Loyalty Charity Kindness donated by Scott Slabotsky

1.

2.

3.

1. I Am That I Am

Mixed Media

45" x 31"

Location: Campus Back Hallway

2. Celebration

Mixed Media

34" x 34"

Location: Campus Back Hallway

3. Strength, Loyalty, Charity, 
Kindness

Mixed Media

45" x 22" 

Location: Admin Suite
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Tim MispagelTim Mispagel

TIM MISPAGEL is an artist, sculptor, photographer and educator. 

In addition to creating commissioned works of art, he maintains a 

contemporary body of work in a variety of two-dimensional and three-

dimensional mediums. He has experience in bronze sculpture, ceramics, 

metal fabrication and mold-making. He teaches private art lessons 

at his home studio and specializes in the instruction of students with 

special needs, such as traumatic brain injuries, autism and intellectually 

challenged.

From the Artist...

BALANCE is more a focus of mine now than ever. Balancing work and 

play amidst a rapidly changing world is a daily exercise. Like fibers in a 

rope, the facets of my life are interwoven with one another. Making art 

is, and always has been, the primary component that binds everything 

together. My roles as husband, father, teacher, colleague, coach and 

friend are elements that shape who I am and the art I make.

I choose to work in a variety of artistic media and tend to have several 

projects going at once. Often times, one project influences another and 

new ideas abound. Whether I’m developing a drawing, photograph, 

painting, print or a sculpture, the goal is to bring each piece into 

BALANCE. Notably, I’m committed to my art being more than just a 

personal narrative, but the reflection of a larger culture that surrounds 

me.

Find more about this artist at mispagelart.com 

Donated by Teva Pharmaceutical Industries

Tree of Life

Sculpture

15' x 4' x 56"

Location: The White Theatre Lobby 
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Sheppard Morose

SHEPPARD MOROSE studied at the School of the Art Institute in 

Chicago. She is known for her bright, bold abstract work as well as 

nature-inspired paintings for healthcare spaces. Her strength lies in 

working directly with developers, architects and interior designers to 

create interiors that uplift and engage.

Find more about this artist at sheppardmorose.com 

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Bold Stripe

Digital Print on Metal

60" x 40"

Location: Expansion Yoga Studio Hallway

Raleigh

Digital Print on Canvas

36" x 54" 

Location: Dance Wing 
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1. Bulls’ Eye 

Digital Print on Metal

40" x 40" 

Location: Hallway to Fitness Floor 

2. Split Diagonal Circles 

Digital Print on Metal

40" x 40" 

Location: Hallway to Fitness Floor 

3. Nine Circles on Plum 

Digital Print on Metal

40" x 40" 

Location: Hallway to Fitness Floor 

4. Triad 

Digital Print on Metal

40" x 40" 

Location: Hallway to Fitness Floor 

6-10. Dot Overlay Series

Digital Print on Metal

6 pieces, 40" x 40" 

Location: Group Fitness Hallway

11-14. Blue, Orange, Teal 

Color Block Series

Digital Print on Metal

4 pieces, 40" x 40"  

Location: Spin Hallway

2.1. 3. 4.

5. 6. 7. 8.

9. 10. 11. 12.

13. 14.

5. Diagonal Warm Stripes 
Digital Print on Metal

40" x 40" 

Location: Hallway to Fitness Floor
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Jesse Small

About the Sculpture

On April 13, 2014, we lost three members of our community to a crime fueled by hate. 

Dr. William Lewis Corporon and his grandson Reat Griffin Underwood were killed in the parking lot of the Jewish 

Community Campus, where Reat was to audition for a singing competition at the Jewish Community Center. Terri 

LaManno was killed in the parking lot of Village Shalom, where her mother lived. These senseless tragedies were 

followed by an overwhelming show of unity and support for the families, including a memorial service four days later 

attended by more than 1,000 people of all faiths and ethnicities. Clearly, people throughout our community were 

feeling a terrible sense of loss.

During this time, the Jewish Community Center and Village Shalom began to receive financial contributions in memory 

of the shooting victims. In the weeks immediately following the tragedy, these funds were donated to organizations 

supported by the Corporon and LaManno families. It was decided by staff and lay leaders that funds received after this 

period would be pooled to provide the seed money to create a public memorial on the site of the Jewish Community 

Campus. Thus we began this project with approximately 20% of the funds required for its completion.

The artwork selected for the memorial is inspired by the movement founded by the Corporon family, Seven Days: Make 

a Ripple, Change the World. 

How can you make a ripple? A gift to help fund the living memorial to Reat, William and Terri is a gift to help remember 

their lives and continue their impact. Donations made will underwrite the construction of the memorial, endow its 

Infinite Awareness

Sculpture 

Location: Exterior of The White Theatre 

JESSE SMALL is a native of Los Angeles working primarily in metal. 

Using both new and recycled sources, he is always experimenting with 

new applications of metal to public art, architecture, automotive design 

and more. He is an active industrial designer and welding instructor. 

Small holds a BFA from the Kansas City Art Institute and an MFA from 

NYSCC. 

The Infinite Awareness memorial is a beacon for love and kindness, 

spreading like ripples in water. The sculpture honors the lives of William 

L Corporon, M/D., Reat Griffin Underwood and Teresa R. LaManno 

whose lives were tragically lost on April 13, 2014 as part of a hate 

crime that took place on the Jewish Community Campus and at Village 

Shalom Retirement Community. 

Dedicated by The Jewish Community Center and Village Shalom 

Retirement Community 
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permanent maintenance and create funds to sponsor education and programming to fulfill the mission of creating a 

ripple for love, kindness and understanding. 

More about the Selection Process

A task force comprised of leaders from the Jewish Community Campus, the Jewish Community Center and Village 

Shalom joined prominent members of the local art community and family members of the victims to engage in a highly 

structured selection process. After careful consideration, this group enthusiastically selected a design by sculptor 

Jesse Small. 

We believe that Jesse’s piece, located in an outdoor space that is accessible to the public, will bring a sense of closure 

to the families of the victims and to our community; that it will create a sacred space on the Jewish Community 

Campus where people of all ages, faiths and ethnicities will receive a message of love, optimism and the ability of 

individuals working together to create positive change in our world. Teachers, clergy and youth group leaders will use 

it for positive inspiration and we envision educational programs, friendship circles and faith-based programming. For 

these and other, more personal reasons, we believe that it will be a destination for residents of Kansas City and visitors 

to the area. – Memorial Art Task Force 

My central inspiration is the circular dynamic of ripples spreading out. The group’s mission statement to promote love 

and kindness, spreading across the land as ripples in water, is what my sculpture [is] about. When people look at the 

sculpture, they will experience it as a memorial that is dynamic, a beacon for change that is ongoing and positive. A 

beacon for a movement to promote kindness and love over all else. – Sculptor Jesse Small

By making a contribution to this project, you join individuals and organizations across the greater Kansas City area 

who are committed to love, kindness and understanding. And like the sculpture, a beacon to promote positive change.
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James Michael Smith

1-2. Stacked Stones, Orange 

Digital Prints on Metal

2 pieces, 40" x 30" 

Location: Dance Wing

3-4. Stacked Stones, Blue 

Digital Prints on Metal

2 pieces, 40" x 30" 

Location: Dance Wing

5. Planes 7

Digital Print on Metal

40" x 30" 

Location: Dance Wing

6. Planes 8

Digital Print on Metal

40" x 30"

Location: Fitness + Sports +  
Aquatics Lobby 

7. Letter 18 

Digital Print

40" x 30" 

Location: Yoga Studio

8. Letter 19 

Digital Print

40" x 30" 

Location: Campus Hallway

9. Akira

Mixed Media Collage

35.5" x 39"

Location: Campus Hallway 

10. Kiowa

Mixed Media Collage

35.5" x 39"

Location: Campus Hallway 

11. Ute 

Mixed Media Collage

35.5" x 39"

Location: Campus Hallway 

12-16. Swim, Run, Move, Bike, Play

Digital Prints on Metal

5 pieces, 36" x 28" 

Location: Expansion Office Suites 

17. Shofar

Acrylic on Metal 

6' x 12'

Location: Fitness + Sports +  
Aquatics Lobby 

18. Red Cutout

Mixed Media

55" x 86" 

Location: MCHE Wall, Campus Lobby

JAMES M. SMITH (1949-2022) was a native of St. Louis. Smith received 

his BFA from Kansas University and his MFA from the University of 

Illinois at Urbana- Champaign. He taught at various universities in the 

United States and Canada before becoming a full time artist. His work 

has been exhibited regularly since 1973 and has won numerous awards. 

Smith’s work is represented in many museums and in both corporate 

and private collections. 

Find more about this artist at www.jamesmsmithart.com 

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Soccer Ball 2 
Digital Prints

25" x 33"    

Location: Expansion Meeting Room

Soccer Ball 1 
Digital Prints

25" x 33"  

Location: Expansion Meeting Room 
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17.17.

2.1. 3. 4.

18.

5.5. 6. 7.7. 8.8.

9. 10. 11. 12.

13. 14. 15. 16.
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BILL SNIDER is a Colorado based artist, working in a wide variety of 

media. 

From the Artist

The universe is a moving, spinning place ..... I have always been drawn 

to things that conveyed this energy. As a university student focusing 

on kinetic sculpture, as a filmmaker and now as a painter, this kinetic 

energy is central to my work. I build up layers of paint, combine metallic 

elements and play them off against hard edge graphics to keep this 

movement alive in a dynamic built on contrast and juxtaposition.

Find more about the artist at www.billsniderstudios.com

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Bill Snider

Snider 0005

Digital Print, 60" x 48" 

Location: Yoga Studio Hallway 

Snider 0001

Digital Print, 60" x 48" 

Location: Yoga Studio Hallway 

Blue X and O

Digital Print, 60" x 48" 

Location: Yoga Hallway 
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KAISER SUIDAN was raised in a large family in Milford, Michigan. 

His passion for gardening, working with the earth and organic forms 

inspired him to explore clay. He graduated with honors from the College 

of Creative Studies in Detroit. His career started over 20 years ago in 

his small basement studio. Since then, he has grown as an artist and 

as a businessman and entrepreneur. Gallery owner, curator, instructor 

and mentor have been added to his growing list of titles. He currently 

owns his own commercial building, Next Step Studio and Gallery, which 

includes his workspace and adjoining art gallery.

Find more about the artist at nextstepstudio.com 

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Kaiser SuidanKaiser Suidan

Jacks and Balls

Metal Sculpture

Location: J Clubhouse
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IGGY SUMNIK, is a multimedia artist born and raised in Michigan. Sumnik 

creates ceramics, sculptures, prints, collages and more. His techniques 

focus on texture and balance and include an intricacy and depth that 

permeates his work. Sumnik received his BFA with a dual concentration 

in ceramics and sculpture from Detroit’s Wayne State University in 2004. 

He spent several years working as a sculpture instructor with Detroit’s 

historic Pewabic Pottery, Camp Tamakwa in Algonquin Provincial Park, 

and Youthville Detroit, the largest and most comprehensive youth 

development center in the Midwest. Sumnik also finished a three-year 

commitment as assistant at the Jun Kaneko Studio in Omaha. The artist’s 

work has been shown in numerous regional galleries.  The work of Iggy 

Sumnik  is represented by Modern Arts Midtown, located in Omaha, NE. 

Find more about the artist at  www.modernartsmidtown.com

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Iggy Sumnik

Jelly Bean, Arrows

Ceramic Sculpture

14" x 12" x 8" 

Location: Expansion Gym Entrance

Jelly Bean, Triangle 

Ceramic Sculpture

14" x 12" x 8" 

Location: Expansion Gym Entrance
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1. Jelly Bean, Circles 

Ceramic Sculpture

14" x 12" x 8" 

Location: Expansion Gym Entrance

2. Jelly Bean, Zig-Zag 

Ceramic Sculpture

14" x 12" x 8" 

Location: Expansion Gym Entrance

3. Jelly Bean, Drip 

Ceramic Sculpture

14" x 12" x 8" 

Location: Expansion Gym Entrance

4. Jelly Bean, Bolt 

Ceramic Sculpture

14" x 12" x 8" 

Location: Expansion Gym Entrance

5. Jelly Bean, Stripe 

Ceramic Sculpture

14" x 12" x 8" 

Location: Expansion Gym Entrance

6. Jelly Bean, Shark 

Ceramic Sculpture

14" x 12" x 8" 

Location: Expansion Gym Entrance

7. Jelly Bean, Black & White 

Ceramic Sculpture

14" x 12" x 8" 

Location: Expansion Gym Entrance

8. Jelly Bean, Drip 2 

Ceramic Sculpture

14" x 12" x 8" 

Location: Expansion Gym Entrance

1.1. 2.2. 3.3.

4.4. 5.5. 6.6.

7.7. 8.8.
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1. Dance 

Acrylic on Canvas, 36" x 36"

Location: Women’s Locker Room

2. Carnival

Acrylic on Canvas, 36" x 36"  

Location: Men’s Locker Room Entrance

3. Rainbow Kotel

Acrylic on Canvas, 36" x 36"

Location: Group Fitness Stairwell

4. Eight Nights 
Acrylic on Canvas, 36" x 54"

Location: Hallway Leading to Fitness

5. Dancing Pomegranates

Acrylic on Canvas, 36" x 24"

Location: Group Fitness Stairwell

ANNETTE VAN DE KAMP was born and raised in the Netherlands. After 

getting her bachelor’s degree in American political studies, during 

which she met her husband, she moved to the United States where she 

earned her Master’s in English Arts and Literature. She has a love of 

stories, both in word and image. Her favorite book is Charles Dickens 

Great Expectations. She currently works as the editor of the Jewish 

Press and lives in Omaha, Nebraska with her husband, two children and 

two very spoiled cats.

Contact the artist at avandekamp@jewishomaha.org or find her on 

Instagram @ annette_van_de_kamp. 

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Annette Van de KampAnnette Van de Kamp

1.1.

2.2.

3.3.

5.5.

4.4.
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Brent Witters

BRENT WITTERS has a B.S. in Aerospace Engineering. He lived in 

Omaha for a number of years and now resides in California.

From the Artist 

My painting method is an exploration of the material properties of 

paint. Series #58, Chemical Reaction Paintings, explore the various 

patterns created by the paint with particular interest in reaction-

diffusion and morphogenesis patterns. Morphogenesis, the biological 

process that causes an organism to develop its shape, provides a link 

between the primordial soup and life. These concerns with chemical 

reactions combine with painterly notions such as color, material, depth, 

perspective and surface. After I find an interesting material reaction on 

paper, I then test the reaction on small wood blocks. If I feel in control of 

the reaction and am pleased with the results, I will use the technique in 

a larger painting. These individual blocks are considered prototypes for 

larger paintings. The blocks are then combined to make a single piece.

The paints and fluids used are primarily discarded materials. These 

create a link between the work and culture at large in a uniquely 

current and time specific way. The colors were chosen by someone 

prior, using the majority to decorate their home before discarding the 

rest. Compositionally linear elements (man made) are juxtaposed with 

organic forms and a wide range of color to create the final painting. I 

consider this series, like most scientific inquiries, a step forward towards 

an ultimately unknown outcome.

The work of Brent Witters is represented by Modern Arts Midtown, 

located in Omaha, NE.

Find more about the artist at www.modernartsmidtown.com

Donated by Michael Staenberg

Chemical Reaction, 104 

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: CrossFit Hallway

Chemical Reaction, 102 

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: CrossFit Hallway
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1. Chemical Reaction, 1986 

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: Expansion Back Hallway

2. Chemical Reaction, 1987 

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: Expansion Back Hallway

3. Chemical Reaction, 53 

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: CrossFit Hallway

4. Chemical Reaction, 88 

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: CrossFit Hallway

5. Chemical Reaction, 127 

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: CrossFit Hallway

6.Chemical Reaction, 128  

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: CrossFit Hallway

7. Chemical Reaction, 125 

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: CrossFit Hallway

8. Chemical Reaction, 122 

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: CrossFit Hallway

9. Chemical Reaction, 120 

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: CrossFit Hallway

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

7. 8. 9.
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10. Chemical Reaction, 124

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: CrossFit Hallway

11. Chemical Reaction, 48 

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: CrossFit Hallway

12. Chemical Reaction, 3813 

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: CrossFit Hallway

13. Chemical Reaction, 123 

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: CrossFit Hallway

14. Chemical Reaction, 126 

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: CrossFit Hallway

15. Chemical Reaction, 1985  

Acrylic on Wood Panel

8" x 8"  

Location: Expansion Back Hallway

10. 11. 12.

13. 14. 15.
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Artist Unknown

The sculpture is dedicated to the blessed memory of the six million 

martyrs who perished under Hitler barbarism. The conscience of man 

must be constantly kindled so that we never forget nor ever close 

our eyes to indignities to man. The new Americans Club of the Jewish 

Community Center, all survivors of the Nazi Holocaust, initiated the 

project in 1958. It was dedicated by President Harry S. Truman. 

About the Sculpture...

Fashioned of pure aluminum, it is 10 feet by 10 feet and 2 feet in width. 

Seen are the heroic Warsaw Ghetto uprising, pathetic skeletons reach 

out for “zocher” remembrance and the reverence of Torah. On the 

opposite side, we observe the historical efforts of the Jewish people 

since biblical times for peace, consumed in the flames are loved ones of 

the new Americans, their memory shall live in perpetuity. 

Memorial Sculpture

Aluminum Sculpture

10' x 10' x 2'

Location: Jewish Community Center 
Campus Across from Main Entrance
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Artist Unknown

Discovery Bikes Series

Series of 5 Digital Print 

This series of beautifully illustrated prints pays tribute to some of the 

greatest cyclists: Danielson, Ekimov, Hinrapie, Popouych, and Savodelli.

Donated by Michael Staenberg

1.1. 2.2. 3.3.

4.4. 5.5.

1. DBS: Popouych

Digital Print

39" x 27"

Location: Spin Hallway 

2. DBS: Hinrapie

Digital Print

39" x 27"

Location: Spin Hallway 

3. DBS: Danielson

Digital Print

39" x 27"

Location: Spin Hallway 

4. DBS: Savodelli

Digital Print

39" x 27"

Location: Spin Hallway 

5. DBS: Ekimov

Digital Print

39" x 27"

Location: Spin Hallway 
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Works: Mind + Body + Soul

Wall Graphic

Location: Group Fitness Stairwell 

O'Toole Design 

In addition to the artwork in this catalogue, our campus now houses 

several new graphics and pieces of signage. Many of these pieces were 

created by O'Toole Design Associates from St. Louis, Missouri. Their 

interior design team brings over 100 combined years of experience 

in the commercial design arena; completing projects totaling over 

4,000,000 square feet. O’Toole Design began with a commitment to 

design functional and creative interior environments and has built its 

continued success upon this tradition. 

Donated by Michael Staenberg



To continue to support the future of our J, please visit TheJKC.org.


